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in Sussex. These show that three presses, in April, July, and
September 1645, yielded 44, 49, and 56 men, and that they were
escorted to the head-quarters of the New Model army by 29, 49,
and 56 guards respectively.1 The ranks of the cavalry of the
old army had never been depleted to the same extent as the
infantry, and the high rates of pay made the former service
much more popular. Accordingly it was usually unnecessary
to obtain cavalrymen by impressment. Sir Thomas Fairfax, the
Commander-in-chief, was given authority to nominate his senior
officers, subject to the approval of parliament.2 A little later
the Self-denying Ordinance was passed, discharging members
of both houses from every office or command, civil or military,
granted since 20 November i64,o,3
The New Model had many advantages over its predecessors.
Its cavalry, derived in the main from the old army of the Eastern
Association, was composed for the most part of veterans led by
officers in whom the troopers had every confidence. The foot
were mainly raw recruits, stiffened with survivors of the first
three campaigns of the civil war. The technical services were
well supplied, and for a time at least pay was fairly regular.
But the great advantage the New Model enjoyed was in its com-
manders. Fairfax and Cromwell—the latter retained as leader
of the horse after he had quieted a mutiny in his old regiment,
the Ironsides—made a very fine combination. With certain ex-
ceptions, the soldiers of fortune who had originally served beyond
the seas, together with the pluralisms and the military equivalent
of placemen, disappeared. In their stead were stern enthusiasts,
men who knew what they were fighting for and loved what they
knew. Although the parliamentary ordinance prescribed that
every member of the army, officers and privates alike, should
take the covenant,4 the former tended to be independents and
the men indifferent to forms of church discipline. Inasmuch as
the army was paid by parliament, and not by any association of
counties or any single region, its movements were dictated by
military exigencies, not by local fears or jealousies* At length
parliament had an army able and willing to serve wherever
the enemy was to be found*
The first two engagements of the New Model were the relief
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